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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[The Epiror does not hold himself responsible for Statements or Opinions expressed by 
Correspondents. All communications must be authenticated by the name and address of the 
sender not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee of good faith.] 


“ ARBORIVITAL MEDICINE.” 


TO THE EDITOR OF “ INVENTION.” 


Sir,—If the Homeeopathic dose tries the faith of a good many of us, as it does, 
what can we think of the dose Arborivital ? Dr. Cooper is, we know, no charlatan, 
but does he really, as a scientific man, ask to have it believed that a single drop of 
the juice of any plant, common or rare, can cure serious disease ? 

As a recorder of new ideas, you do well to bring this novel medical doctrine to 
the notice of your readers, among whom I count myself one of your oldest ; but is 
this anything more, I would ask, than a medical fad ? I have heard before of 
many wonderful cures performed by this physician, some of cases said to be 
rescued from the knife. Now, surgery is rarely resorted to in disease except in 
cases that are desperate, and when time is all important. Yet I find in a pamphlet 
published by Dr. Cooper, if I understand him rightly, even in such cases he would 
rely on the potency of a single-drop dose, and wait a week or longer for the effect. 
If it failed it might then be too late for an operation to succeed. There are some 
of us who would prefer the operation to the dose —Yours, &c., 

“D.M.” 

London, October 12, 1898. 


“ 


TO THE EDITOR OF “ INVENTION.” 


Sir,—I have read with much interest the article on “ Arborivital Medicine ” 
which appeared on October 8 in your very useful journal. I have also read Dr. 
Cooper's pamphlets, and I should be glad to have some further information on 
the subject, as it is a very important one, and should interest everybody. 
Dr. Cooper's language is anything but precise, and this is the more curious as 
he attacks other people in print for being wanting of clearness. I should like 
very much to know, however, how such dosing can possibly be effectual if the 
now generally received bacterial theory of the origin of disease is correct, and if, 
therefore, a medicine has to act more or less as a germicide. If doses arborivital 
or any other physic are given at intervals of weeks, there will be time between 
doses for many successive generations of microbes to arise, and flower, and decay, 
and the medicine must either remain dormant as such during the interval or be 
removed from the system by the eliminatory processes. There is, of course, 
nothing absolutely impossible in a medicine making its effects felt for two or three 
weeks after the administration of the single dose, but in that case its action must be 
so potent that it would have to be given with extreme caution, and would be as 
likely to act as as a poison on occasion as any allopathic drug. 

Yours, &c., 
C.E. HOBOSN. 
Manchester, October 17, 1898. 


“ 


TO THE EDITOR OF “ INVENTION.” 


Sir,—A friend recently brought to my notice your article in the issue of your 
valuable and interesting journal of the 8th inst. on “ Arborivital Medicine” as 
practised by Dr. Cooper. 

It is not stated in your account of the new treatment whether Dr. Cooper regards 
the juice of plants as germicides, or whether they act upon some other new 
principle. Does he publish any work definitely explaining the true inwardness 
of his system ? 

Of course, we all know that plants contain certain curative properties, and that 
old wives' remedies and the simples of herbalists generally consist of the essences 
of dried herbs extracted and prepared in accordance with recipes which have long 
become old. It is also common knowledge that many plants contain most virulent 
poisons which can be, and are, used medically, and no doubt the fresh juices of 
any given plant must, one would think, be more potent in their action than extracts 
made from dried herbs. But this is only a question of degree. The question 
remains, how is it that so small a dose only repeated, if at all, at long intervals, 
has such a wonderful effect ? Does it act as a germicide ? 

It is now generally believed that it is not so much the microbes themselves, but 
the toxic or poisonous matter they give off, usually called the ptomaines, that do 
the mischief. Does the “ drop ” purify the blood of this element as well as kill 
off the invading microbes, or how does it work its cure ? 

Again, I should like to know whether the Doctor has tried the hypodermic 
injection of the juices, and with what effect, or does the drop pass unaffected by 
the digestive process through the stomach and intestines and so unchanged into the 
blood ?—I am, &c., 


“ ENGINEER. ” 
London, October 19, 1898. 


